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Beginner Lesson Seventeen: Ishmael and Isaac 

 

Overview   Bible Facts: Review Practice 

Bible Reading & Discussion: Genesis 21:1-21, Galatians 4:22-23,29-30 

Bible Memorization & Art Activity: “A Baptist Catechism: A Catechism 

for Boys & Girls” Question #13 

 

Opening  Get students‟ attention by using a pre-planned silence signal. 

Have students sit in rows or a semi-circle facing you.   

Open in prayer asking God‟s blessing upon the time. 

 

Bible Facts  Materials: Bibles for students to use 

5-10 minutes  Strategies: Bible Drill Modified 

Instructions: Have students hold their Bibles closed.  Tell students to 

stand when they find whatever you call out.  After each item, have 

helpers check to make sure students have found item correctly.  Call 

out New Testament, Book of Genesis, Old Testament, Genesis 3, etc.  

 

Bible Reading  Materials: Bibles for students to use 

15 minutes   Strategies: Emotion Motions, Think Aloud 

Scripture: Genesis 21:1-21, Galatians 4:22-23,29-30 

Instructions: Have students sit at tables. For the Genesis passage, 

students make motions that portray the emotions depicted in the 

passage (Joy, mockery, displeasure, sadness, fear…). For the Galatians 

passage, leader tells students what s/he understands about the 

passage and what s/he is thinking while reading aloud. 

 

Bible Discussion  Materials: Word poster 

10 minutes   Strategy: Popcorn 

Instructions: Have students sit in a fellowship circle.  The leader asks a 

question and students that want to answer the question “pop” up, 

share their answer, and then sit down. 

Questions: Isaac was weaned because he was old enough to stop 

nursing and was no longer considered a baby.  What did Abraham do? 

(Made a great feast)  Ishmael was 14 years old when Isaac was born 

and about 16 years old at the time of the feast.  Ishmael „laughed‟ at 

Isaac.  In Galatians it says that he „persecuted‟ Isaac.  What do you 

think this means? (Ishmael did not treat Isaac nicely; he teased him.)  

Sarah told Abraham to send Ishmael away because she did not want 

him to be an heir with Isaac.  Was Abraham pleased? (No) Why did 

Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael away? (God told Abraham to listen 

to Sarah.)  What did Hagar and Ishmael take with them? (Water and 

bread) When the water ran out, whose voice did God hear? (Ishmael‟s)  

God opened Hagar‟s eyes to see what? (A well)  God promised to 

make Ishmael a great nation, why? (Because he was Abraham‟s 

offspring) The Bible says, “God was with the boy, and he grew up.” 

What does that mean? (God took care of Ishmael as he grew and 

became a man.)  

 

Show students the word poster and have them act out the words:  

Creator = maker (use hands to make a ball), Omnipotent = all 

powerful (make a muscle), Omniscient = all knowing (tap head), 
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Merciful = doesn‟t punish as deserved (make “safe on base” sign with 

two arms), Righteous = perfect (with right hand make circular 

motion), Just = right (thumbs up), Creator of Nations (sweep arm 

from left to right), God is in control (salute with hand to head) Long-

suffering = patient (fold hands together as though waiting patiently), 

Glory = shining light (spread fingers of both hands like light rays), 

Deliverer (move wrists as though breaking rope), Savior (spread arms 

wide then draw together), All-seeing (put hand above eyes as though 

looking around), Faithful (shake hands with another person) 

 

Group Prayer  Through prayer, praise God for Who He Is. 

 

Bible Memory  Materials: White board with markers and eraser 

10-15 minutes  Strategy: Erase-a-Word 

Instructions: Have students sit in a semi-circle or rows facing a white 

board with the following written on it: 

Question 13: “Can God do all things?” 

Answer: “Yes. God can do all his holy will.” 

Verse: “Ah, Lord God…Nothing is too hard for you.” Jeremiah 32:17 

Point to each word as the students read in unison. Have students 

cover their eyes.  Erase random words from the board.  Ask students 

to open their eyes and tell you what words were erased.  Point and 

read again, saying the missing words from memory.  Repeat several 

times until quoting rather than reading. (Note: Although some 

students cannot read yet, children will associate the word with the 

location on the board.) 

 

Bible Art Activity  Materials: Construction paper, markers, sample project 

As time allows  Activity: Secret Code 

Instructions: Have students sit at tables. Give each student a piece of 

paper folded in half.  On the front have students draw and write, 

“(picture of open mouth) Lord God…0 is 2 (picture of rock) 4 U.”  

Inside have students write, “Ah, Lord God…Nothing is too hard for you. 

Jeremiah 32:17.”  Show students how to read the code on the front: 

picture of open mouth=Ah, 0=Nothing, 2-too, picture of rock=hard, 

4=for, U=you.  Tell students to have their parents &/or brothers and 

sisters try to read the secret code verse on the front before opening 

the page to read the answer. 

 

Closing  Have students assist with clean-up. 

Remind students to practice their memory work throughout the week. 

Close in prayer & dismiss. 

 


