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Memorization Activities 

 

Note:  The term “passage” refers to anything that students need to memorize. 

 

Bible Drill:  To help students to memorize the location of the verses, chapters, and books of 

the Bible, each student must have a Bible.  Students hold closed Bibles up over head.  The 

leader then calls out a Scripture reference – first the book, then the chapter, finally the 

verse.  When the leader says, “Charge,” the students look for the reference in their Bibles.  

When the reference is found, students stand and begin reading the verse. 

 

Bible Drill Modified:  To help students to memorize the location of books of the Bible, each 

student must have a Bible.  Students hold closed Bibles up over head.  The Leader calls out 

a book of the Bible then says, “Charge.”  When students find the book, they stand. 

 

Bible Drill Simplified:  To help students to memorize the location of the Old and New 

Testament, each student must have a Bible.  Students hold closed Bibles up over head.  The 

leader calls out either Old Testament or New Testament.  Leader says, “Charge.”  Students 

find the Old or New Testament and stand. 

 

Body Motions:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  

Exaggerated body motions are chosen to represent some words in the passage.  Students 

read the passage a few times using words and body motions.  Students then read the 

passage leaving out the words that have body motions.  Next students repeat the passage 

using body motions and words from memory, without looking at the words.  Finally, 

students repeat the passage from memory using words only, no body motions. 

 

Clap-a-word:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  Students 

read the passage in unison a few times.  A repeating word in the passage is chosen to be 

clapped rather than read aloud.  Students read the passage in unison trying to remember to 

clap the chosen word instead of reading it.  The process is repeated until all words are 

clapped rather than read.  Students try to repeat the passage from memory. 

 

Cover-a-word: The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  Students 

read the passage in unison a few times.  Students cover/close their eyes as words are 

covered with blank paper & tape.  Students uncover/open their eyes and try to determine 

what words have been covered.  Students read the passage a few times including the 

covered words from memory.  The process is repeated covering different words each time 

until most words have been covered at least once.  Finally, students try to repeat the 

passage from memory.  

 

Erase-a-word: The passage to be memorized is written on a white board or chalk board.  

Students read the passage in unison a few times.  Students cover/close their eyes as words 

are erased from the passage.  Students uncover/open their eyes and try to determine what 

words have been erased.  Students read the passage a few times including the erased 

words from memory.  The process is repeated until all of the words are erased and the 

entire passage is “read” from memory. 

 

Flip-a-word:  The passage to be memorized is written on word cards and taped to a large, 

flat surface.  Students read the passage in unison a few times.  Students cover/close their 

eyes as words are flipped over to show their blank back.  Students uncover/open their eyes 

and try to determine what words have been flipped.  Students read the passage a few times 

including the flipped words from memory.  The process is repeated flipping different words 
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&/or more words each time until students have practiced the passage several times and can 

repeat it by memory. 

 

Hand Motions:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  Simple 

hand motions are chosen to represent most words in the passage.  Students read the 

passage a few times using words and hand motions.  Students then read the passage 

leaving out the words that have hand motions.  Next students repeat the passage using 

hand motions and words from memory, without looking at the words.  Finally, students 

repeat the passage from memory using words only, without hand motions. 

 

Hop Scotch:  Lay out a pattern on the ground with parts of the passage written within areas 

of the pattern.   Have students move through the pattern while reading and then reciting 

the passage.  The pattern can be made with hula hoops, tape, chalk lines, yarn, etc.  Have 

students move in different ways: hop, skip, jump… 

 

Hum-a-word:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  Students 

read the passage in unison a few times.  A repeating word in the passage is chosen to be 

hummed rather than read aloud.  Students read the passage in unison trying to remember 

to hum the chosen word instead of reading it.  The process is repeated adding words to be 

hummed, preferably using the same tone and cadence that would normally be used during 

reading.  Finally, students try to repeat the passage from memory. 

 

Phrase-by-phrase:  The passage to be memorized is written on sheets of paper with one 

phrase per sheet.  Students stand in front of the group holding the phrases in the correct 

order for all to see.  Students read the passage in unison a few times.  Students holding 

phrases take turns turning around so their phrase cannot be seen.  The group attempts to 

read the passage including the missing phrase(s) from memory.  Finally, the group repeats 

the passage from memory while all phrases are hidden from sight. 

 

Picture It:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  Students 

read the passage in unison a few times.  Pictures are then used to replace some of the 

words in the passage.  Students repeat the passage “reading” the pictures in place of the 

words.  Gradually, the words are erased or covered until only the pictures remain.  Students 

repeat the passage using only the pictures as a guide.  Finally, students repeat the passage 

from memory without looking at anything. 

 

Rhythm & Beat:  The passage to be memorized is written on any large, flat surface.  

Students read the passage in unison a few times to get the cadence.  Clapping, stomping, 

finger-snapping, and knee-slapping are added so that the passage is read to the rhythm and 

beat of the sounds.  The passage is read this way several times.  Then students attempt to 

repeat the passage to the beat without looking at the words.  Finally, students try to repeat 

the passage without looking at the words and without making the beat. 

 

Scrambled words:  The passage to be memorized is written on word cards and taped to a 

large, flat surface.  Students read the passage in unison a few times.  Students cover/close 

their eyes as the words are re-arranged, scrambling the passage.  Students uncover/open 

their eyes and try to re-arrange words back into the correct word order.  Students read the 

passage in unison after they have corrected it.  The process is repeated until students have 

memorized the passage. 
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Sing It:  Make or find a song/tune that students can sing to learn the passage.  First sing 

the song while reading words and looking at visuals, then try to sing the song from 

memory. 

 

Variations: 

Allow various students to erase, flip, or scramble words. 

Allow various students to lead the reading and repeating of the passage. 

Allow volunteers to stand in front of group to repeat memorized passage. 

Ask students to create and share their own memorization activity or variation. 

Have students create their own motions, pictures, rhythms…and then make presentation. 

Pair students up to practice and then allow them to present memorized passage. 

Use a combination of ideas such as phrase-by-phrase with hand motions or scrambled 

words with picture it. 

 


