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Primary Lesson Twenty-seven: Jacob is Renamed Israel 

 

Overview   Bible Facts: The books of the Bible Matthew - Titus 

Bible Reading & Discussion: Genesis 35:1-21,27 

Memorization & Art Activity: “A Baptist Catechism: A Catechism for 

Boys & Girls” Review Questions 1-18 

 

Opening  Get students’ attention by using a pre-planned silence signal. 

Have students sit in rows or a semi-circle facing you.   

Open in prayer asking God’s blessing upon the time. 

 

Bible Facts  Materials: Bible book signs Matthew – Titus  

5-10 minutes  Strategies: Scrambled Words 

Instructions: Lay out the Bible book signs Matthew through Titus in 

random order.  Have students re-organize the signs into the correct 

order.  Play “Beat the Clock.”  Time students to see how quickly they 

can re-order Bible book signs. 

 

Bible Reading  Materials: Bibles for students to use  

15 minutes   Strategies: Popcorn Reading 

Scripture: Genesis 35:1-21,27 

Instructions: Have students sit at tables. One person reads aloud, 

stopping at any point.  As soon as one reader stops, another reader 

quickly takes over.  There is no predetermined order. 

 

Bible Discussion  Materials: Word poster add “Promise Keeper” 

10 minutes   Strategy: Hot Potato   

Instructions: Have students sit in a fellowship circle.  A bean bag or 

other small object is passed around the circle while singing a song or 

quoting a poem.  When the song stops, the person holding the object 

answers the question.   

Questions: When God told Jacob to go to Bethel, how did God describe  

Himself? (The God who appeared to you when you fled from Esau)  

How had God appeared to Jacob when he fled from Esau? (In a dream)  

When Jacob told everyone to purify themselves, how did he describe 

God? (The God who answers me in my distress and has been with me 

wherever I go) What times can you remember that Jacob was in 

distress and God answered him? (When he ran away from Esau, when 

he ran away from Laban, when he was afraid to return to Esau…) 

When Jacob and his household traveled to Bethel, what kept the cities 

around them from pursuing and attacking them? (A terror from God) 

God changed Jacob’s name to what? (Israel) What did God promise 

him? (A company of nations and kings would come from him and the 

land that God gave to Abraham and Isaac God would give to him and 

his offspring)  When God went up from the place where He had spoken 

to Jacob, what did Jacob do? (Set up a pillar of stone, poured a drink 

offering and oil on it, and called it Bethel)  Bethel means “house of 

God.”  Jacob had already named the place Bethel when he saw God in 

the dream.  What do you remember about the dream? (A ladder was 

going from heaven to earth and angels were walking up and down the 

ladder.  The Lord spoke to Jacob and made promises to him.)  In the 

dream, God promised to be with Jacob, to keep him wherever he 
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would go, to bring him back to the land, and to not leave him until He 

had done all that He promised.  Did God keep these promises to 

Jacob? (Yes)   

 

Show students the word poster and have them act out the words:  

Creator, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Life-source, Just, Merciful, 

Righteous, Life-sustainer, Creator of Nations, In control, Long-

suffering, Glory, Providence, Deliverer, Savior, All-seeing, Faithful, 

Freer from law, Judge, Provider (cup hands and move arms from self 

as though giving to someone), Prayer Answerer (fold hands and bow 

head), Sovereign = Ultimate Authority (hold out fist as though holding 

a king’s scepter), Grace (thumbs down then rotate to thumbs up), 

Way to Heaven (walk in place), Protector (raise hands as though 

shielding head), Promise Keeper (with fore-finger cross heart) 

 

Group Prayer  Through prayer, praise God for Who He Is. 

 

Bible Memory  Materials: Catechism Game Cards #s 1-18 (made in previous lessons) 

10-15 minutes  Strategy: Hand Out 

Instructions: (Before the game begins, decide what catechism game 

cards will be used: questions, answers, and verses; just the questions 

and answers; just the answers and verses; or just the questions and 

verses.  This will determine what makes “a match.”)  Shuffle cards.  

Deal all cards to players.  Each player picks up his/her hand and looks 

for matches.  Matches are laid down face up for all to see.  The first 

player chooses a card from the hand of the player to his/her right.  

The hand is held up with the back of the cards facing the player – the 

player does not know what card s/he is choosing.  Whenever a player 

gets a match, the match is laid down face up for all to see.  Have 

players “prove” their matches by reading them aloud.  Play continues 

in this manner around the circle several times.  The first player to lay 

down all cards in his/her hand wins. 

 

Bible Art Activity  Materials: Paper, crayons, scissors, sample project 

As time allows Activity: Crazy Shape Cover-Up Review 

Instructions: Have students sit at tables.  Hand out materials to 

students.  Have each student determine which catechism question 

s/he needs to review the most.  Then have student decoratively write 

the question, answer, and verse on the paper.  After students have 

written their catechism, have them cut out a piece of paper in a crazy 

shape.  Have students move the crazy shape around placing it over 

top of the words on the catechism page and trying to remember the 

words that are covered.  Have students repeat the process several 

times verbalizing the missing words each time they move their crazy 

shape. 

 

Closing  Have students assist with clean-up. 

Remind students to practice their memory work throughout the week. 

Close in prayer & dismiss. 

 


