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Teacher Preparation 

 

Prayer: As instructors get ready to teach, they should spend time in prayer, 
humbling themselves before God in spiritual preparation and asking for God’s 

intervention on behalf of the students.  Jesus Christ spent much time in prayer 
during His earthly ministry.  (Mark 1:35, Luke 9:18, John 17) 
 

Scripture: It is imperative that instructors study the Scripture to be taught.  
Reading the passage(s) several times, reading study notes about the verses, and 

applying the lesson strategies to the Scripture are all necessary for a well-prepared 
lesson.  It is commonly held that a teacher should have at least twice as much 
knowledge on the subject as they intend to impart so as to be prepared to answer 

students’ questions. (II Timothy 2:15, I Peter 3:15) 
 

“Effective Bible teaching rests upon three principles: First, Bible teaching must 

focus on the actual text of the Bible and should not allow anything else to obscure 

the Bible itself.  So-called background information about the Bible is never a 

legitimate substitute for looking at the Bible itself.  Second the goal of Bible 

teaching is to deepen the teachers’ and students’ friendship with God through Jesus 

Christ.  Third, God has chosen to communicate his truth and beauty in the Bible 

through human language and ordinary forms of writing (including forms such as 

story and poetry). 

 

One of the most effective ways to teach the Bible is through the inductive method.  

This method is question based and leads learners through a three-step process of 

discovering the Bible’s meaning.  Such a study begins with careful observation of 

the passage, largely through asking the questions who? what? when? where? how? 

and why?  The purpose is to get learners to stare at the text and see for 

themselves what it says.  After observation comes interpretation of the text to see 

what it meant for the first audience and what it means for us today.  Finally, the 

study ends with a focus on application of the Scriptures to our own lives. 

 

Here are the primary rules for mastering a text and then serving as a “travel guide” 

for students: 

 

Approach and understand the text in keeping with the kind of writing it is.  This 

means asking the questions appropriate to the genre (literary type) of the text.  

With a story, for example, you look at characters, setting, and plot.  For poetry, 

you ponder the images and figures of speech. 

 

Determine what unifies the passage you are preparing to teach.  Unity is both 

thematic (one or more ideas that organize the passage) and structural (how the 

material is organized from beginning to end). 

 

Remember that you must first journey to the world of the ancient text and enter 

fully into the spirit of passage in its original context, then make a return journey to 

your own time and place, applying the principles to your own situation. 

 

The task of interpretation is not complete until you have related the passage to the 

Bible’s central message of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
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In applying the Bible, remember that coming through the historical particulars of 

the Bible are the universal experiences of the human race.” (Ryken, Leland and 

Philip with James Wilholt, Ryken’s Bible Handbook: A guide to reading and studying 

the Bible, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois, 2005.) 

 

The following study tools are highly recommended for lesson preparation: 
 The Crossway Comprehensive Concordance of the Holy Bible English Standard 

Version, Crossway Books a Division of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois 

 ESV Study Bible: English Standard Version, Crossway Bibles, Wheaton, Illinois, 2008 

 Ryken’s Bible Handbook: A guide to reading and studying the Bible, Tyndale House 

Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 

 Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Mac Donald Publishing 

Company, McLean, Virginia 
 

Materials: Instructors must take time to familiarize themselves with the various 
strategies to be used in the lesson and to prepare materials accordingly.  The 
successful running of the class is dependent on moving smoothly from one activity 

to another.  This can only be done if materials are prepared ahead of time and the 
instructor is acquainted with the strategies to be employed. 

 
Word Poster Instructions – Fold in half a large sheet of poster board.  Fold flaps on 
the bottom to form a triangle or tent that will stand up.  On the top of both sides 

write, “God is…”  Add attribute words as directed in the lessons.  When one side is 
full, use the other side.  Words may be written directly onto the poster or printed 

on index cards & attached. 
 
Bible Book Sign Instructions – On regular-size sheets of paper write one Bible book 

name per sheet.  Write large enough and dark enough to be read from some 
distance. 

 
 
 


